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February 9, 2010

Honorable N. Nick Perry
Chairman
New York State Association of Black and Puerto Rican Legislators, Inc.
PO Box 2079, Empire Plaza Station
Albany, New York 12220

Dear Chairman Perry,

As Black, Latino and Asian New York City Council Members, we are writing to share 
with you our serious concerns about the invitation extended to Harold Ford, Jr. to serve 
as keynote speaker at the Association of Black and Puerto Rican Legislators’ Conference 
this weekend.

While many elected officials, community leaders and political candidates will speak 
before the attendees of the Legislative Conference, Mr. Ford’s voting record, particularly 
on issues of immigration, has caused us as well as many in our communities to question 
why he would be chosen to deliver the keynote address, an invitation which connotes a 
certain amount of prestige and alignment with the core principles of the Black and Latino 
caucus.

During his time in the U.S. Congress, Mr. Ford voted in favor of a number of pieces of
immigration legislation that were highly restrictionist and that represented an 
enforcement-only approach to reforming our immigration system.

 Mr. Ford voted in favor of the infamous H.R. 4437, also known as the 
Sensenbrenner Bill, one of the most anti-immigrant pieces of legislation in recent 
memory. This legislation would have made living in the U.S. as an 
undocumented immigrant a felony, while enhancing border security and other 
internal means of enforcement that only would have served to expand the number
of deportations in our country. Ford joined only 35 other Democrats in voting for 
this legislation, which passed the House in 2005.

 Mr. Ford also voted for legislation that would deputize local police officers to 
enforce immigration law. This approach, already at work in many localities
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throughout the U.S., has been known to engender racial profiling and 
discrimination against Latinos and other communities of color.

 Mr. Ford voted for the Kingston Amendment to the 2006 Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) appropriations bill, an amendment that would prohibit 
the Department from using federal funds to provide the Mexican government with 
information on the vigilante anti-immigrant organization the Minutemen Project 
and other similar groups.  The Minutemen are a group of civilians, typically 
armed with rifles, that seek to block the entry of undocumented immigrants into 
the U.S.

 Mr. Ford voted for the building of a 700 foot fence along the U.S.-Mexico border, 
a project which would cost billions of dollars, and would only drive migrants to 
undertake more dangerous means of crossing into the U.S.

 He also voted to eliminate the federal Diversity Visa program, which extends 
opportunities for legal immigration to residents of those countries that are 
typically underrepresented among immigrant communities in the U.S.

 Mr. Ford has called for an immigration policy that favors highly-skilled 
immigrants, a policy that would exclude the majority of people around the world 
who wish to come to the U.S. in search of a better life.

When considering his congressional voting record on such a central issue to so many 
New Yorkers of color, Mr. Ford’s selection as keynote speaker for this event is deeply 
disappointing.  We are proud to live in a city and state where the contributions of 
immigrants are valued, and where so many of us have worked to secure expanded rights 
and protections for immigrant communities.  

Unfortunately, Mr. Ford did not stand up for fair and humane immigration reform while 
in Congress.  On the contrary, he voted for draconian enforcement measures that have 
worked to criminalize hardworking immigrants, separate families and encourage 
discrimination against immigrant communities.  He utilized harmful anti-immigrant 
rhetoric to get elected in Tennessee, but talk about getting “tough on illegals” and 
“seal[ing] the border” should have no place at this conference.

Mr. Ford’s voting record and his public statements on immigration fall far outside the 
values held by most New Yorkers, and in particular, most New Yorkers of color.  His 
selection as keynote speaker does not do justice to the important work advanced by the 
Association on the part of immigrant families throughout the state.

Although ideally we would prefer that Mr. Ford not give the keynote address, and 
perhaps be offered another opportunity to speak and present his views to conference 
attendees, we believe that at the very least, the Caucus should put out a clarifying 
statement, explaining that its members do not adhere to Mr. Ford’s anti-immigrant views 
and voting record, an issue of primary concern to our mutual constituencies.
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We thank you for your work in Albany on behalf of New York State’s immigrant 
communities and communities of color, and hope that you will take the steps necessary to 
ensure that the Association’s pro-immigrant values are reflected at the Legislators’
Conference this weekend.

Sincerely,

Melissa Mark-Viverito
8th Council District

Margaret Chin
1st Council District

Julissa Ferreras
21st Council District

Letitia James
35th Council District

Rosie Mendez
2nd Council District

Annabel Palma
18th Council District


