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Council Members Lappin and Viverito Rally Seniors 
Against the MTA Doomsday Cuts

The latest round of the MTA’s proposed cuts will impact nearly every bus and subway 
rider in our city.  But these cuts will hit our city’s elderly and disabled the hardest.  Among other 
things, the MTA is calling for the abandonment of door to door services for the disabled. 
Council Member Jessica Lappin, chair of the Council’s Aging Committee, and Council Member 
Melissa Mark-Viverito visited the Association of Black Social Workers Senior Center and the 
Corvello Senior Center today to gather petitions from seniors to tell the MTA to abandon these 
harsh and painful cuts.

“If we want to keep New York livable for our elderly, we need to make sure that they’re 
able to get around the city,” Council Member Lappin said.  “These cuts will trap our frail elderly 
in their homes.”

“We cannot allow elderly and disabled New Yorkers to be left without accessible means 
of transportation,” said Council Member Melissa Mark-Viverito.  “That is why we are working 
with senior centers in our neighborhoods to send a strong message to the MTA that these 
proposed cuts are unacceptable.” 

The City Council has been working with the Straphangers Campaign to avoid the 
proposed MTA cuts.  The Council has suggested an alternative: the MTA reallocate $140 million 
of capital funds to temporarily close an unexpected gap in its operating budget.  This would close 
the fiscal gap that we’re seeing now.

The Council has collected tens of thousands of signatures from seniors and residents all 
over New York City

The petitions gathered today will be combined with signatures from all over the city and 
presented to the MTA board at their public hearings this week.  
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