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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

April 10, 2012 

 

Franchise Concession Review Committee  

Mayor’s Office of Contract Services  

253 Broadway, 9
th

 Floor  

New York, New York 10007 

 

Dear Members of the Committee: 

  

I am writing to clarify my position on the proposed expansion of the Sportime tennis 

facility on Randall’s Island.  At this time, I will not object to tomorrow’s FCRC vote to 

allow the Randall’s Island Sports Foundation (RISF) to enter into initial negotiations with 

Sportime, with the understanding that this process will still ultimately require full review 

under the ULURP process.  Going forward, I expect that all parties involved will engage 

with the communities that surround Randall’s Island – El Barrio/East Harlem and the 

South Bronx – in a meaningful way, and my vote on this item will directly hinge upon 

this level of engagement. 

 

As Chair of the Parks and Recreation Committee and the Council Member who 

represents Randall’s Island, I have been clear in expressing my concerns over issues of 

process, transparency and community benefits with respect to this and other concessions 

throughout our public parks.  Clearly, we are in difficult economic times and the City is 

exploring new ways to generate revenue; however, I am deeply concerned with the 

increasing numbers of concessions on public parkland, which typically limit access to 

public recreational space.  The accountability for these concessions is unfortunately lax 

and it falls upon local residents to monitor whether or not these concessions are truly 

serving our communities.   

 

A lot of outstanding questions remain regarding what kind of benefit the communities I 

represent are really deriving from the Sportime concession.  RISF and Sportime both 

have a long way to go in building a rapport with the residents of my district, by 

demonstrating that they are truly willing to be responsive to our concerns and proactively 

engage with us.  The surrounding Community Boards, concerned stakeholders and my 

office must get answers to any additional questions we raise in order to fully assess 

whether this expansion meets the needs of our neighborhoods.  We also need to be able to 

see that all commitments Sportime is making to the community are being met on a 

consistent basis. 
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I look forward to continued conversations with Parks, Sportime, RISF and others in the 

future.  In the meantime, I will not stand in opposition to the FCRC vote tomorrow that 

allows negotiations to proceed, but will remain vigilant throughout the ULURP process 

that will follow. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 
Melissa Mark-Viverito 

Council Member, District 8 

 

 

Cc:  Adrian Benepe, Commissioner, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Aimee Boden, Executive Director, RISF 

Mark McEnroe, Managing Director, Randall’s Island/John McEnroe Tennis Academy 

Hon. Christine C. Quinn, Speaker, New York City Council 

 


